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2025 Christmas Hampers  
 

Thank you to the community of Boyup Brook for supporting the 
2025 Christmas Hampers for our community members. The 
community spirit comes together with St Vincent de Paul to help 
at this time of year. Thank you once again to Anne at the Boyup 
Brook IGA for allowing us to collect donations in the store, and 
helping us fill them with delicious food. 
 

We would like to thank the Boyup Brook CRC, Boyup Brook 
Lions Club, St Maryôs Primary School, the Anglican and Catholic 
Churches, Hope Christian Fellowship, Deb and Glen Mader, 
Susan and John Walsh, and the Lee Steere, Kinsman, Bedson, 
Nield, Lloyd, Cailes, and Staniforth-Smith families for helping 
wrap and pack the goodies.  
 

Thanks again to the community for the wonderful spirit of giving 
at Christmas.  

2026 Ute and Truck Parade  
 

There is something unmistakably Australian about a line of 
polished utes and trucks rumbling down a country main street. It 
is pride, tradition and community spirit wrapped up in steel, 
chrome and red dust. In 2026, the Boyup Brook Country Music 
Musterôs Ute and Truck Parade returns in a refreshed parade-
only format, focusing on showing off the vehicles and 
celebrating the people behind them.  
 

Open to utes, trucks, classic cars and other standout vehicles, 
the parade invites entrants to bring their pride and joy to the 
streets of Boyup Brook and be part of one of the Musterôs most 
loved events. From immaculately restored classics to 
hardworking modern rigs, the parade showcases the diversity 
and character of regional life. 
 

A highlight of the event is the Peopleôs Choice Award, where the 
crowd gets the final say. There is no panel of experts, just the 
opinions of the people lining the streets and soaking up the 
atmosphere. 
 

Participants can choose entry options that include access to the 
Music Park and camping at the hockey grounds across the 
weekend. Saturday is parade day, with vehicles rolling through 
Boyup Brook at 11:30am, followed by public viewing at the 
hockey grounds. Clear guidelines are in place to keep everyone 
safe and comfortable, ensuring the parade remains family 
friendly and enjoyable for all. 
 

Set against the bigger picture of the Boyup Brook Country 
Music Muster, the Ute and Truck Parade remains a celebration 
of country culture at its most authentic. For more information 
visit: www.wacountrymusic.com.au/ute-truck-parade 
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The Boyup Gazette acknowledges the Kaniyang people  
of the Noongar Nation as the traditional custodians of  

this land on which we live and work.  
We pay tribute to elders past, present and emerging  

and recognise the contribution they have made,  
and continue to make, to our community. 

Advertising Rates 
 

Display Ads:    CRC Member Non-member 

Full page  (A4 portrait)  $215  $225 
Half page  (landscape)  $108  $113 
Quarter page  (portrait)  $72  $76 
Business card (landscape)  $42  $45 

 

Upgrades: 
 Specified placement*  CRC Member Non-member 

 *subject to negotiation add $25/month  add $27/month 
 

 

Additional Artwork:   Inserts (any size):  
CRC Member $30 / hour (pro rata)             CRC Member: $236  
Non-member $40 / hour (pro rata)  Non-member:  $246   

10% discount for bookings of 6 months or longer.  
All rates are inclusive of GST 

 

Classified Rates listed in the ñAbout Townò pages 

DISCLAIMER 
Advertisement, Advertorial and Community Editorial copy in The Boyup Gazette (Gazette) is the responsibility of the author/advertiser.  The views expressed are not necessarily those of the 
Gazette or Boyup Brook Community Resource Centre (BBCRC).  While the Gazette makes every reasonable effort to ensure that no misleading claims or statements are made, responsibility is 
not accepted by the Gazette for statements made or for failure of any product or service to give satisfaction.  Inclusion of a product or service should not be construed as an endorsement or 
recommendation by the Gazette or BBCRC.  The Gazette reserves the right to refuse matter considered unsuitable for publication in the Gazette. The Gazette reserves the right to reduce article 
size if space is limited and to edit articles in accordance with the Gazette Editorial policy. Any pricing or pricing agreements can be reviewed at the discretion of the BBCRC, with notification to 
advertisers as soon as possible after that review has been made.  Use of material in this publication is subject to the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth). The Boyup Gazette Editorial Policy can be viewed 
at  www.boyupbrook.org/the-boyup-gazette   Ph 9765 1169 Fax 9765 1340 Email: gazette@boyupbrook.org Web: www.boyupbrook.org 

My Inboxé. 
 

Kaya, wandju to 2026 and the very first edition for the year! 
I hope your year has started safely and happily, and that youôve 
managed to squeeze in some downtime. 
 

Summer in Boyup Brook has certainly been keeping us on our 
toes - windy, still, scorching hot, back to jumper weather, and 
sometimes just about right. Hereôs hoping for more of the ñjust 
about rightò days to come. 
 

Christmas 2025 wrapped up beautifully with wonderful 
community celebrations and generous donations. Well done to 
all involved.  
 

The 2026 Boyup Brook Art Awards are now open! If you know 
any local or regional artists, encourage them to get involved.  
 

Later this month weôll celebrate community members who have 
achieved outstanding accomplishments, school holidays will 
start coming to a close, and the town will start gearing up for 
another fantastic Country Music Muster. Make the most of your 
downtime, and enjoy the rest of your January.   

 

And until next month,  
Take care,  

Sharon 
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On December 14, we hosted our annual Christmas party! It was 
a hot and windy evening, which meant a few of our hardworking 
members couldnôt attend - they had to work at night because of 
Harvest bans during the day. But the 50-plus adults and kids 
who did attend made the most of the balmy evening - 
socialising, eating outside, and, in true Aussie style, playing 
cricket.   
 

Not long after we had all settled in, we were treated to an 
exciting visit from none other than Father Christmas himself, 
who delighted everyone by arriving in the most delightful yellow 
Combi van! It was an absolute thrill as he showered young and 
old with lovely lollies, and then handed out a few sneaky early 
Chrissy pressies to the well-behaved kids of Tonebridge, 
Chowerup, Scotts Brook and Mayanup! Unfortunately Santa 
had to take off quickly as he had so much more work to do, but 
we all thoroughly enjoyed his brief, yet fun visit!  
 

The Club put on a fantastic feast of delicious delights including 
roast lamb and ham, sausages for the kids (and young at heart), 
and a variety of lovely fresh salads. Dessert was provided by 
members who showcased a lot of very yummy treats and 
puddings. A HUGE thanks to the members that helped cook 
and set up for the evening. There were also plenty of cold drinks 
to quench our thirst, and a very generous raffle prizes won by 
members Amy Dyer and Mark Muir.   
 

Membership for 2026 is now open and we really urge all locals 
to sign up and get involved! Membership for families for the year 

Tonebridge Country Club  
is only $30, and that includes invites to social barbecues and 
tennis through the summer, to casserole dinners and social 
events during the colder winer months, and to our annual 
Christmas and New Years parties, and a subscription to the 
Chowerup Chatter (our regular monthly newsletter). If you are 
keen to join, please get in touch with our Treasurer Vikki Atkins 
for more details. 
 

If you would like to catch up with us, social tennis and 
barbecues recommence Sunday, January 11 at 5pm, and we 
have our Australia Day themed cricket match and barbecue on 
Sunday, January 25 at 5pm, so dress up in your Green and 
Gold and come join us for a game! 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 

Outreach Hub Services  
 

Are you struggling to cope with daily challenges? Are you 
unsure where to seek help?  

 

Oseca, in collaboration with Carers WA, Anglicare WA, 
Advocacy WA, the Neurological Council WA and Advocare 

bring an Outreach Hub to Boyup Brook monthly. 
 

Next visit: Wednesday, January 21 from 10am-3pm at the 
Boyup Brook Community Resource Centre - 86 Abel Street. 

Mobile Food Bank 
 

Visiting Boyup Brook on the second Friday of each month from 
10-10:45am at the Town Hall, Abel St.  

To access the service, you need a referral from one of the 
charity partners. Payment is via EFTPOS only. For help call 

Emergency Relief and Food Access Service on1800 979 777.  

Red Hot Country Hatters Boyup Brook 
 

Red Hot Country Hatters Boyup Brook and surrounding areas, 
are welcoming new members (Sisters) to our Red Hatting 

chapter for Friendship, Fun & Frivolity.  
Please come along and join us at our Social Natters. Held the 

2nd Thursday of each month.  
 

Please call Lorrene Sambell-Sayer 0429 653 705 or email 
lorrenekerry@gmail.com for added information. 

 
 

January 26 - Get together Australia Day Breakfast,  
Boyup Brook 8am.  

Boyup Brook Garden Club 
 

In January we will be taking a break, so no meeting. 
 

The AGM is on Tuesday, February 10 from 1:30pm 
Venue: Gill and Nigel Steele, 147 Fernvalley Road 

 

New members welcome.  
Please contact Gill on 0400 676 889 for more details  

SERVICES AVAILABLE 

Mobile Dog Groomer Available  

 

Can also do quiet horses, ponies and cats.  
Dog clip, hydrobath, nail clip etc. 

Exp Vet Nurse Genean Chambers 0458 152 165 

SHARE YOUR NEWS! 
 

Thank You Notices ~ Births  and Birthdays ~ Anniversaries 
and  Special Occasions 

 

ALL INCLUDED IN THE GAZETTE ï FOR FREE 

2026 Fox Shoot Reminder 
 

The Boyup Brook Community Fox Shoot is on  
20-22 February 2026.  

 

Registration forms available at the Boyup Brook Co-op  
or contact Trevor 0427 882 330 
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Classified Rates & Letters to the Editor 
 

Births, Engagements, Thank You, Wanted etc. - FREE  
 

All other notices (For Sale, Employment, AGM etc.)   
CRC Member: 1st three lines $10; Each line $2 thereafter  
Non Member: 1st three lines $12, Each line $2 thereafter  

 

Letters to the Editor are welcome, however,  
please limit to 200 words. Disclaimer: The views 
expressed are not those of The Boyup Gazette 

 

The Boyup Gazette Editorial Policy can be viewed at 
www.boyupbrook.org/the-boyup-gazette 
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Where is the Pioneer Lady Hologram you may ask? It is 
situated opposite ï well almost ï the Museum on Cailes Street, 
just near that lovely new playground. 
 

What is a hologram actually? It is a three-dimensional image 
formed by the interference of light beams from a light source, in 
this case daylight. There are actually five around town ï see if 
you can find them, or call into the Visitor Centre for a brochure 
about them. 
 

Why is the Pioneer Lady hologram so important? Well, it is a bit 
of a long story, but stay with this article and you will find out. 
 

Way back in 1999, the Museum found a funding grant for a 
suitable memorial acknowledging Women Suffragettes. This 
grant was being made available by the Centenary of Womenôs 
Suffrage Council. Unfortunately, at that time the Museum was 
being run as an off-shoot of the Tourism Association, and this 
meant that as the Tourism Association had an ABN, the 
application had to be made by them on behalf of the Museum.  
Fortunately the application was successful.  
 

As a result the Museum approached the late Mr. Sandy 
Chambers to prepare a suitable sculpture, and he chose to 
make the Pioneer Lady, since the grant related to women. This 
is why the sculpture has been placed opposite ï as near as 
possible ï to the Museum.  
 

Setting the sculpture into itôs position took quite a bit of 
organisation. The big rocks had to be sourced and carted, then 

cemented into place, thanks to those involved. The walkway in 
front of the hologram was positioned in a curve, levelled and 
made safe. The reason for this walkway is so that the public can 
walk around the sculpture and notice that she moves - 
according to our senses - and if you watch carefully. her right 
hand disappears behind the fold of her frock. Mr. Chambers 
was a very clever artist! 
 

The unveiling of the hologram took place on the 31st October, 
1999, by Mrs Marlene Jeffery who was the wife of the then 
Governor of Western Australia. Mrs. Jeffery was also the patron 
of the Centenary of Womenôs Suffrage Committee. It was a 
wonderful occasion for Boyup Brook to get a visit from the 
Governor and his lady made all the more meaningful by the 
association. 
 

Why have there been petitions around town about this 
hologram? Well the Shire wants to move it to make way for a 
building to house the 1954 Zoo Train which has been in the 
Museum for some years. It would be very difficult to move the 
hologram, and considering its association with the Museum and 
the history, it seems quite unnecessary when there is still plenty 
of other areas to put the train. 
 

Did you know that behind the Pioneer Lady hologram there is 
a Memorial Rose Garden? This garden was commenced 
around 22nd August, 2003, and is a memorial to Stillborn and 
Neonatal Babies. Margaret Reeve of the Boyup Brook Health 
Service decided that this was a good idea after speaking to 
those who had lost babies, and were more or less told to get on 
with life!  
 

A community memorial service was conducted by the late 
Noreen Tuckett (then President of the Tourism Association) who 
said in her introduction that it was appropriate the roses were to 
be planted behind the Pioneer Lady as no doubt many pioneer 
women suffered the stress of losing a child. Families who had 
such babies were at liberty to place a Rose Bush with an 
acknowledgment plaque in commemoration of their event, and 
probably still can.  
 

An article in the Donnybrook-Bridgetown Mail (under the Boyup 
Banter heading) states that the Shire assisted in preparing the 
garden bed and would attend the rose bushes in the future!  
There is also a wooden seat placed nearby for peopleôs comfort 
when having time out. There is a plaque made by Hancock 
Memorials, Bunbury, mounted at the memorial garden.  
  
Any family currently connected with this memorial garden would 
not like it moved from its position for the very reason that it was 
put where it is. 

Sue White 

The Pioneer Lady Hologram 
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Foodbank Donation 
 

Two trolleys of food were donated by the Boyup Brook Co-op 
through their Community Grant Program to support Mobile 
Foodbank visits in December. Pictured (LïR) are Nicki from the 
Shire of Boyup Brook, Kylie from the Boyup Brook Co-op, Craig 
from the Boyup Brook Baptist Church, and Wendy from 
Foodbank.  
 

The Mobile Foodbank visits Boyup Brook on the second Friday 
of each month from 10-10:45am at the Town Hall, Abel Street. 
For assistance, contact the Emergency Relief and Food Access 
Service on 1800 979 777.  

Managing Organic Waste  
 

A number of Local Governments introduced Food Organicsï
Garden Organics (FOGO) kerbside collections, such as 
Bunbury-Harvey Regional Council in 2013. Despite 
considerable promotion to residents to segregate rubbish into 
recycling, waste and FOGO bins; just a few people donôt appear 
to distinguish between grass and glass. Glass will ruin any 
mulch or composting production. 
 

Compost making at home gardens is also common. There are 
numerous designs of compost bins. Rotary bins avoid any risk 
of attracting rodents and other pests. Plastic compost bins 
placed over fine wire mesh also prevents rodents. Most 
community garden groups demonstrate composting methods. 
You are in control of preventing contamination of your compost. 
Check with your Local Government; they may have helpful 
guidelines. 
 

There are compost windrowers and turners available, either self
-propelled or drawn by tractors of 100hp or greater. An ideal 
compost can be made from stubble, harvester waste, vegetable 
waste, and livestock manures. Avoid contamination such as 
fencing wire, bale twine, plastic wrap etc. Well-managed 
compost heaps usually generate enough heat to kill weed seeds 
and harmful pathogens. 
 

Compost added to the soil, improves soil structure and assists 
to make plants more drought tolerant. There are guidelines 
available for commercial composting which may vary according 
to location.         Adrian Price 
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St Maryõs Catholic School  
Swimming Lessons 
Early in December, our Pre-Primary to Year 6 students 
completed a week of swimming lessons. We were extremely 
grateful for the warm weather which made the experience far 
more enjoyable. Congratulations to the students for all the 
progress they made across the week. 
 

Graduation Mass and Awards 
On December 11, the whole school gathered to celebrate the 
Graduation of the Year 6 class. Father Nathan led Mass with a 
thought provoking message for the students before they were 
presented with their Graduation Certificates at the conclusion of 
the Mass.  
 

Those gathered, enjoyed watching a slide show which reviewed 
the journey of the Year 6 class from Kindy kids to school 
leaders. Afterwards everyone went to the site of a tree that has 
recently been planted in the school grounds, and it was 
presented as a gift from the families of the Graduating students. 
Then Father Nathan bestowed a final blessing on the graduates 
before they were showered in bubbles to mark the end of their 
primary schooling. 
 

That evening the Year 6 students and their parents joined staff 
for a celebratory dinner. During the dinner reflections on each of 
the graduating students were presented as we recognised their 
contributions and milestones through their time at St Maryôs. 
 

At the annual Christmas Play at the end of November there was 
an opportunity to recognise students' achievements. The 
prestigious award of Dux was awarded to Braxton OôHanlon for 
his excellent academic achievement throughout the year. The 
Christianity Award was also presented to Braxton OôHanlon for 
consistently demonstrating the Gospel values both in the school 
and wider community.  
 

This year there was the addition of Values Champion award for 
each class to acknowledge students who consistently 
demonstrate the school values of Courtesy, Kindness, Respect 
and Pride. The K/PP award went to Leo Wheatley, Year 1/2 was 
awarded to Georgia Power, in Year 3/4 Tom Chapman was 
recognised and Penny Nield earned the award in Year 5/6. 
During the evening the Lisser, Thompson, and Cailes families 
were all thanked for their contribution to St Mary's over the 
years as their youngest child graduated. 
 

Fun Day 
For the studentôs last day of term there were plenty of fun 
activities to join in. After recess, there was a Christmas themed 
movie to enjoy before Mr Patrick served up a sausage sizzle for 
lunch. Then the slippery slide came out and students had lots of 
fun slipping and sliding and cooling off. When they werenôt on 
the slide, they were entertained with games and other fun 
activities. Finally, the whole school gathered to send the Year 6 
students off as their primary schooling came to an end. 
 

St Vinnies Christmas Hampers 
The school community has donated an amazing amount of 
goods to be shared in the Boyup Brook community as part of 
the hampers that are distributed each Christmas on behalf of St 
Vincent de Paul Society. On Monday, December 22, many 
members of the community gathered to package the hampers 
which were then distributed to share the spirit of Christmas 
giving to support families in Boyup Brook. 
 

3-Year-Old Kindy Kids 
Our exciting new 3-year-old program begins on Monday, 9 
February 2026. This program is for children who are 3 years old 
(36 months and above). Each session is $25 per child and 
duration is from 8:30am-3:15pm. 
 

The program aims to provide a nurturing, engaging environment 
where children will learn through meaningful play. It is guided by 
the Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF) which supports the 
development of each child's curiosity, creativity and growing 
independence. Through thoughtfully planned play-based 
learning experiences, children can develop essential skills at 
their own pace while building strong foundations for lifelong 
learning. 
 

Enrolments packs are available from the front office during 
school hours 8am-4pm and are separate to the school 
enrolment. 
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Sharing Memories on Lost Boyup 
 

The LOST Boyup Brook Facebook page 
invites current and former residents to 
share memories through photos, 
newspaper articles, or stories.  
 

P l e a s e  e m a i l  t h e m  t o 
crc@boyupbrook.org, or post to: BBCRC, 

86 Abel St, Boyup Brook WA 6244. 

 

We hope you all enjoying the summer break, when schools are 
out, our farms are a little quitter than normal, and many of us 
enjoy time away on the coast. Our members at the CWA are 
also enjoying a month off in January, and will reconnect in 
Monday, February 9 at 1pm for our AGM and first meeting of 
the year.  
 

Our AGMôs are historically very short, leaving us time to enjoy 
an afternoon tea and drinks, and catch up on each otherôs 
news. This meeting is a great opportunity for those interested in 
joining this year to come meet our existing members, and we 
would welcome you to pop down!  

CWA Update  
Also all executive roles (President, Vice President, Secretary 
and Treasurer) are up for grabs, so if you are keen to get 
involved in a meaningful way please join us. 
 

Speaking of membership, in 2026 you can join online on the 
CWA of WA official website: www.cwaofwa.asn.au. Yearly 
membership is $85 with $5 of that going directly to our branch.   
 

We are aware that for many this membership price can stretch 
the purse strings just a little tight, so for Boyup Brook 
community members we have a special discounted price of only 
$45 if you have a current concession card (senior, student, 
healthcare, disability). Our branch members have fundraised 
specifically to make joining the CWA something that everyone 
can afford, but this is a branch-only offer and is not available 
online. To take advantage of this offer please contact Treasurer 
Amy Dyer 9769 1161. 
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Boyup Brook District High School News 

GAZETTE ONLINE 
Scan this QR code using your 
smartphone and you will be asked if 
you would like to open the Gazette 
on the CRCôs website.  
 

Then you can easily keep updated 
with coming events and read the 
Gazette in colour! 

As we begin a new school year, I would like to take this 
opportunity to reflect on the positive and rewarding year that 
was 2025 at Boyup Brook District High School and to sincerely 
thank our entire school community - students, families, staff and 
community partners - for your continued trust, support and 
involvement. The strong partnerships across our community 
make a genuine difference, and I am grateful for the way we 
work together in the best interests of every child. 
 

Throughout 2025, our students demonstrated resilience, 
curiosity and a strong commitment to their learning across both 
campuses. We celebrated academic achievement, creativity, 
sporting success and important personal milestones, while 
continuing to strengthen the relationships, routines and high 
expectations that support student wellbeing and success. Our 
staff worked with professionalism, care and dedication to ensure 
students were supported not only to achieve, but to thrive. 
Together, we continued to live our moral purpose - Empowering 
Students, Growing Community, Shaping Futures. 
 

The end of the year provided many opportunities for celebration 
and connection, with end-of-year events bringing families, staff 
and community members together to recognise student effort, 
growth and achievement. These occasions are always a 
highlight of the school calendar and reflect the strong sense of 
pride and community that surrounds our school. 
 

We extend our sincere thanks to the many local businesses, 
organisations and community members who generously 

sponsored our 2025 school awards. Your support 
plays an important role in recognising student 
achievement and celebrating the efforts of our 
young people. The ongoing partnership between our school and 
the wider Boyup Brook community is greatly valued. 
 

As part of our end-of-year reflections, we also acknowledge 
important transitions within our school community. We proudly 
farewell our graduating Year 10 students and wish them and 
their families every success as they move into the next chapter 
of their educational journey. We are proud of the young people 
they have become and thank them for the contributions they 
have made to our school. To the students and families who 
concluded their time at Boyup Brook District High School at the 
end of 2025, we thank you for being part of our community and 
wish you all the very best for the future. 
 

I would also like to sincerely thank our departing staff members 
- Hamish Mearns, Sarah Flanagan, Emma Procter, Sue Kerr 
and Cecelia Karafilis. Each has made a valued contribution to 
our school, and we are grateful for their commitment, care and 
professionalism. We wish them every success in the next stage 
of their journey. 
 

As we look ahead to the year to come, the school office is open 
from Wednesday, January 28, staff return on Thursday,  
January 29, and students commence the school year on 
Monday, February 2. We look forward to welcoming our 
students and families back for another year of learning, growth 
and connection. 
 

On behalf of everyone at Boyup Brook District High School, I 
wish all families a positive start to the year ahead and thank you 
for your continued support of our school. 

Melissa Reimers 
Principal 
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Gazette Submissions 
 

The Boyup Gazette welcomes submissions to share news, 
achievements and coming events. Advertising information can 

be found at www.boyupbrook.org/the-boyup-gazette 
Deadline - 20th of each month  

Email gazette@boyupbrook.org, or drop into the CRC. 

Create Boyup Brook Newsletter 
 

CREATE Boyup Brook is supporting Blackwood River Arts Trail 
 

The much anticipated Blackwood River Arts Trail is back in 2026. This annual event 
brings thousands of visitors to the doorstep of our local artists each year, with 
tremendous success. The trail includes towns along the Blackwood River, including 
Donnybrook, Bridgetown, Balingup, Nannup, and Boyup Brook. In these towns, we 
have studios open to the public, as well as galleries, cafes and shops, showcasing 
hundreds of established and emerging artists from this beautiful region. 
 

This year it is especially exciting as Boyup Brook will be hosting the Opening Night. We will also be hosting 
the short film festival featuring óPoint-Dancing on Knifeôs Edgeô and a Plein Air event where artists will be 
coming from all over the state (and Boyup) to paint outdoor vistas of our beautiful town. Prize money is 
sponsored by our own generous Boyup Brook Co-op. 
 

This is an exciting time of growth for Boyup Brookôs Artistic Community and a great time to get involved. 
For more information and dates please check our website www.blackwoodriverartstrail.com for all the 
artists and venues, and a huge thank you to our local sponsors, shires and advertisers. This wouldnôt be 
possible without you. 
 

Find us on Facebook: Create Boyup Brook 
Or email artist.loves.coffee@gmail.com 
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Entries are now open for the 2026 Boyup Brook Art Awards, 
with the exhibition returning to the Boyup Brook Town Hall 
during the Country Music Muster from February 12 to 15.  
 

The Boyup Brook Art Awards is a distinguished competition and 
exhibition that showcases and promotes artists across five 
diverse categories: works on canvas, works on paper, mixed 
media, textiles, and 3D sculptures.  
 

Awards include first and second place in each category, the 
coveted Open Prize, Indigenous Award, Young Artist Award 
(Under 21), Packerôs Prize, and Peopleôs Choice. Additionally, 
all artworks are available to purchase throughout the exhibition.  
 

Importantly, the Art Awards offers an invaluable opportunity for 
regional and emerging artists to exhibit their artwork, gain 
recognition, and connect with new audiences and buyers.   
 

Last year, the event attracted approximately 500 visitors, with 
65 artists entering 189 artworks, and 9% of pieces sold during 
the exhibition. Boyup Brook artists made up almost a quarter of 
the entries, with nine locals under the age of 21, and eligible for 
the Young Artist Award. Local 2025 winners included Janet 
Winter, Glen and Phil Osterlund, and Taylor Barnes.    

 

The event is fortunate to have Bev Bagby 
judging for the second consecutive year. In 
2025, she spent many hours, and even lost 
some sleep, carefully selecting the award 
winners.  

2026 Art Awards - Entries Open 
With more than three decades of experience as an artist and 
educator, and working with a diverse selection of mediums, Bev 
brings a lot of depth and insight to the judging process.  
  
The event is organised by the Boyup Brook Community 
Resource Centre, with entries open from Monday, January 5, 
2026, until Friday, January 30.  
 

All details and conditions are available on the entry form. Pick 
up a copy from the CRC or online on the Art Awards webpage, 
www.boyupbrook.org/boyup-brook-art-awards.html.  
 

This event runs with the help of wonderful volunteers who get 
involved with a range of tasks including unpacking and hanging 
art, door and sales, answering queries, and pack down. If you 
would like to get involved in the event as a volunteer, please 
contact the CRC on the details below.  
 

The CRC expresses gratitude to the generous sponsors and 
supporters of the 2026 event: Lions Club of Boyup Brook, 
Boyup Brook Co-op, Harcourts Heartland, Boyup Brook IGA, 
Rhodes Pastoral, Hampton Partners, Boyup Brook Agricultural 
Supplies, P&J Broockmann, Jacksons Drawing Supplies 
Bunbury, Shire of Boyup Brook, Beulah Wines, Country Music 
Club of Boyup Brook, and the Department of Primary Industries 
and Regional Development. 
 

If you are looking for a beautiful new piece of artwork for your 
home (also a great gift!), save the date for the exhibition. 
Opening Night is Thursday, February 12 from 6-8pm at the 
Boyup Brook Town Hall.  

 

The exhibition will then be 
open on Friday and 
Saturday, February 13-14 
from 9am-3pm and on 
Sunday, February 15 from 9-
11am.     
 

For more information, please 
call in to the CRC, 86 Abel 
Street, call 9765 1169 or 
email:  
artawards@boyupbrook.org.  
 

For updates, follow the event 
on social media by searching 
Boyup Brook Art Awards.  

Above: Top left: Competition judge Bev Bagby at last yearôs awards 
presentation. Top right: 2025 Open Prize Winner óBejewelledô by 
Kellee Merritt. Bottom right: Town Hall exhibition set-up.  
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Gazette E-dition 
 

Need to get a last minute notice out to the community? Then contact the CRC to include your notice  
in the mid-monthly Gazette E-dition. This electronic newsletter is emailed to a list of  

community members mid-monthly. To receive the update, email gazette@boyupbrook.org 

Welcome to 2026! And what a year its shaping up to be. 
Bumper crops, good sheep prices, and full dams make for a 
great start to the year. 
 

A huge THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR GIFT SHOP 
AT CHRISTMAS. It was lovely to see so many locals popping in 
and buying locally crafted Christmas gifts, and supporting our 
efforts in keeping the doors open for visitors and locals alike. 
 

New Books to Enjoy 
Neddie the Numbat from Claire Bickford. This is Claireôs 
seventh book and itôs all about water safety - perfect for the 
summer heat. This is a great addition to her series of children's 
books including Trevor the Tree Spider (about sharing), Charlie 
Chuditch (littering and wildlife), Funny Aussie Zoo Day (Aussie 
animal friends), Farewell Faithful Old Friend (saying goodbye to 
the family dog), and Funny Zoo Day. Check out this great series  
available in sets with library bags. 
 

The Wilga Progress Associationôs 'Wilga: A Brief History 
1908 - 2008' 
This now includes both the original Wilga Centenary edition of 
2009, and this second, expanded 2025 edition. It is a collection 
of memories that provide an insight into Wilga, a small 
community that is proud of its heritage and its history. 
 

Find a cool spot and settle in for a good readé 
Sold Out: Dinninup - Memory Lane by Liz Blechynden. If you 
missed out and would like to get a copy, let us know as we are 
noting expressions of  interest for a reprint.  
 

Your absolutely Welcome! 

The Blackwood River Arts Trail (BRAT) 
BRAT is on again in 2026 from 28 March - 6 April, running for 
10 days over two weekends.  
 

The Trail follows the Blackwood 
River from Boyup Brook, 
Bridgetown, Balingup, and 
Nannup, and will include open 
studios, galleries and businesses.  
 

This event demonstrates the 
diversity of talent and creativity that 
sets our little towns of the 
Blackwood River Valley apart from 
other regions.  
 

The Little Art Gallery at the Visitor Centre is delighted to be the 
venue in Boyup Brook. Mark these dates in your calendar! 
 

Country Music Muster 
Is coming to town on 13-15 February 2026. Get your boots 
ready for this celebration of country music, community spirit, 
and the authentic country lifestyle. Head over to 
www.wacountrymusic.com.au for all the details on tickets, 
camping, volunteering, street stalls and busking applications. 
 

New Years Resolution Idea 
How about joining our awesome volunteer team at the Visitor 
Centre? Its simple and easyé and just three hours a month 
makes a huge difference! Give us a call on 9765 1444, have a 
chat and find out more about it. 
 

Many hands keep the lights on! 
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9762 1666 ð Boyup Brook Police Station 
Email ð general inquiries: 

Boyup.brook.pol.station@police.wa.gov.au 

2026 is all about the community for our Shed. The new 
committee have plans for finishing the infrastructure, introducing 
programs and workshops for all ages, to get people experience 
on the tools. Whether its woodwork, metal work or any kind of 
making or repairs, we want to empower the community to DIY, 
recycle, reuse, repurpose and create. 
 

We will also be rolling out a more deliberate mental health 
environment for men, women and teens, with committee 
members holding Mental Health Support Qualifications, first 
responder training, and a new lovely Health and Wellness 
officer making up a team who can support people in every 
aspect of life. 

Boyup Brook Community Shed  
Creativity is also strongly in our DNA and we will be 
encouraging projects that beautify our town, homes and 
workplaces. So now is the time to get involved. You can just 
visit, stay for a project, or take up a regular spot in our spacious 
shed. Or share your skills in a workshop, we will show you how. 
 

Annual Membership is $60 per person or $100 for a family.  
 

We are open all day Sunday from 9am-3pm, and planning to 
open more frequently this year. 
 

For any information please call Russell (Chairperson) on 0419 
990 382 or Nikki (Secretary) 0450 422 446. 
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Location: Abel, Forrest and Dicksons Streets, Boyup Brook 
Opened: 20/03/1911 
Officer in Charge: Const Brown C. J. No 562 
Builder: A E Wilkes 
Year:1913 
Cost: £ 826.11.6 
 

On the 20th February 1911, the secretary of the Upper 
Blackwood Progress Association wrote to the Commissioner of 
Police requesting that a police constable be stationed at Boyup 
because the railway line had just reached Boyup, and with the 
railway workers and a hotel in town, the attention of a constable 
was required. Sub Inspector Mitchell, of Bunbury, who had 
recently visited Boyup agreed and so advised the 
commissioner. 
 

On the 24th February 1911, the Commissioner advised the 
government that he intended to open a police station at Boyup 
without delay and that Constable Brown (562) would be 
transferred.  
 

The police reserve was located on Lots 60 to 63 which was 
situated at the corner of Abel. Forrest and Dickson Streets, 
Boyup.  
 

Inspector Mitchell and Constable Brown arrived at Boyup Brook 
on the 20th March 1911 and on the next day selected a site for 
the police tents. Constable Buckley arrived next day to assist in 
erecting the tents. Iron trunks containing the police stores had 
been sent on by rail. 
 

A stable was built for the horses on the 4th November 1911 with 
material provided by E A Proctor. 
 

A deputation from the Progress Association and the Upper 
Blackwood Road Board wrote to the Colonial Secretary on the 
27th July 1911 requesting that police quarters and lockup be 
provided at that centre. As: 'existing quarters were a canvas 
tent, and that anyone who is under arrest has to be chained up 
to a tree.ô 
 

It was further stated that there was a total absence of sanitary 
conveniences. 
 

On the 27th September 1911 the Upper Blackwood Progress 
Association wrote to the Commissioner of Police: 
 

Sir, I am directed by a special meeting of the above association 
held at Boyup on the 23rd inst, to state that Sub Inspector 
Mitchell of your Dept. paid a visit to Boyup on the 21st inst. And 
during an interview with a member of the above association 
intimated that the present police camp was quite suitable and 
was quite as good as in some other places, and also suggested 
the probable removal of the police altogether at Boyup.  
 

Now Sir, I would respectfully point out that the present camp is 
objectionable from several points of view:  
 

1st Insanitary and indecent. 
 

2nd Depreciates the value of property in the immediate vicinity 
of the camp. 
 

3rd That the idea of removing the police camp from Boyup 
would simply make the Town intolerable to live in while there is 
an hotel in the Town. 
 

4th That the fact that other places have similar camps is no 
recom. that we should suffer in a like manner, and is certainly 
no credit to the general management.  
 

Finally my association respectfully asks that the police be 
permanently established in Boyup, also that substantial and 
suitable buildings be erected for office, prisoners and horse with 
proper sanitary arrangements am yours Etc. EC Blechynden. 
Hon. Sec. UBPA. 
 

Mr Stephens of Boyup agreed to rent his premises to the Police 
Department for 15/per week and Constable Brown moved into 
these premises on the 22nd April 1912. Prisoners were still 
chained to trees in full view of the public as at 23rd July 1912 
there being no cells provided 
 

Although approval had been given for the finance to build a 
police station and lockup at Boyup there was still indecision as 
to whether the police would remain at Boyup or move to nearby 
Dinninup. 
 

A final decision to build the police station at Boyup was 
undertaken and the Public Works department given approval to 
commence building. The buildings were completed and handed 
over to Constable Brown on the 8th August 1913. 
 

The police officer who established the Boyup Brook Police 
Station, Constable CJ Brown (562). was apparently a very 
determined young man. It is recorded that in early 1900, 
Charles Joseph H Brown, who was then aged 19years, walked 
from Cambertown in the Eastern States to Kalgoorlie where he 
spent that night at the police station. Brown worked in Kalgoorlie 
for a short time until he could buy a new pair of boots as the 
soles of his boots had worn out on his journey. He then 
continued his journey to Perth where he joined the Western 
Australian Police Force. Brown remained in the force for some 
20 years until he purchased a small farm in the Boyup Brook 
area.  

Early History of Boyup Brook Police Station 
 

Th following history was provided to The Boyup Gazette by the Western Australia Police Historical Society. 

Above: W. [i.e. Western] Australia The Policeman - Boyup Brook. 
Jones, S. J, (photographer.) Sourced from Trove.nla.gov.au 
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with Ken Sprigg More Railway Memories   
 

Our home was about a kilometre from the former Asplin Siding. Dad used the siding quite a lot, especially in summer during fruit sea-
son. He sent fruit to places as far away as Geraldton (to Sydney Fong Grocer), to Mukinbudin - his cousins lived there - and to a gro-
cer in Gnowangerup.  
 
Our fruit sorting and packing place was an old house turned packing shed, built around 1900 from homemade bricks dug from a hole 
in the ground about 100m from the house. The pit is still there; it was used as a rubbish tip for many years. Internal walls of the house 
had been removed to make way for a large homemade apple sorter. It went nearly wall to wall on either side to hold the different 
sized apples. Some apples were exported to England - varieties like Granny Smith, Cleopatra, and Yates.  
 
The Wilga Timber Mill used to saw up timber to make fruit boxes. The jarrah shooks consisted of sides, tops, bottoms, and ends of 
boxes, loaded at Wilga and offloaded at Asplin. Making boxes was a good job - I loved making boxes. The timber was freshly cut and 
the nails went in easily.  
 
Mum was a good packer of apples and pears, especially as the export fruit had to be tightly packed so the fruit didn't move around in 
the boxes and bruise. The box had to be tightly packed and slightly overfull. It was then put in a special frame to close it off. The 
frame put pressure on the top of the box to make the "lid" meet the sides, and then it was nailed down. 
 
One of the agents was an exporting company called Patterson and Co,, and we would glue a large label onto the side of the case of 
the fruit. This label was a bluish sort of colour and had a large picture of a green Granny Smith in its centre. I can still smell the glue 
that we used to slap on the boxes to hold that label. 
 
In the earliest days, Dad used to harness Ruggles, the horse, and back him between the shafts of the cart. The shafts were held by 
the attachment on the saddle to keep the cart level, and chains from the collar to the cart to do the pulling. Boxed fruit was loaded 
onto the cart and it was Rugglesô job to walk the load to the siding.  
 
That was a nice trip for me, just a steady clip, clop of those large Clydesdale feet and the sound of the steel tyres crunching gravel as 
we went along. 
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Bushfires donôt wait for you to be ready. They can start 
suddenly and move fast, sometimes with little or no warning. 
They are a constant threat across Western Australia. More than 
90% of the state is officially designated as bushfire prone. 
 

To make planning easier DFES has launched a new multi-
hazard emergency planning tool in the Emergency WA app and 
website, allowing Western Australians to create one plan for 
bushfire, flood, storm and cyclone. This feature replaces the My 
Bushfire Plan app and it can also prompt you to follow your plan 
when an emergency impacts your area, helping you act quickly 
during fast-moving hazards. 
 

Bushfire Reality Check - are you really ready? 

1. Ask yourself: Am I at risk? 

o Take a moment to consider if your home, workplace, or 
regular destinations are in bushfire-prone areas. 

o Think about your surroundings: Is your home close to 
bushland, parks, or open fields? Homes near natural 
vegetation are at higher risk, especially if thereôs only 
one road in or out. 

o Remember: Even if you havenôt experienced a bushfire 
before, conditions can change quickly, donôt assume 
youôre safe. 

o Donôt have a bushfire plan? Now is the time to make one 
via the  Emergency WA website or app. 

 

 2. Test your plan: will it stand up to a real emergency? 
o If you already have a plan, do a quick ñreality checkò: 

DFES: Bushfire Reality Check 
o Is it up to date for your current household, pets, and 

property? 
o Does everyone know what to do if a bushfire warning is 

issued? 
o Does everyone in your household have a role and know 

what it is? 
 

3. Inspect your property: would it stand up to embers and 
flames? 

o Walk around your home and look for risks: 
o Are gutters clear leaves and debris? 
o Are trees trimmed so branches donôt overhang the roof? 
o Is dry vegetation or flammable material close to the 

house? 
o Are hoses and water sources ready and working? 
o Are wood piles, outdoor furniture, or fuel containers 

stored away from the house? 
 

Letõs take action this month! 
¶ Do your Bushfire Reality Check: Walk around your 

home, talk with your family, and see where you can make 
improvements - no action is too small. 

¶ Update or create your bushfire plan: Use 
the Emergency WA app to make sure your plan is ready for 
this season. Share it with everyone in your household. 

¶ Connect with your community: Share these tips with 
neighbours, friends, and local groups. The more people 
who are prepared, the safer everyone will be. 

¶ Stay informed: Keep an eye on fire danger ratings and 
local alerts. Sign up for notifications on your Emergency 
WA app so youôre always up to date. 

¶ Reach out for support: If you need help or resources, 
contact your local Community Preparedness Advisor or the 
DFES Community Preparedness Directorate. 

 

For step-by-step guidance, checklists, and practical tips, 
download the Bushfire Preparation Toolkit from the DFES 
website www.dfes.wa.gov.au/. There are also two new YouTube 
videos to view about óCreating an Emergency Planô and óEditing 
an Emergency Planô. 
 

Every action you take now helps protect your family, your 
neighbours, and your community. Letôs make this summer a 
safe one - together.          Linda Ashton 

DFES Community Preparedness Advisor,  
Lower South West Region  
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hƴŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ .ƻȅǳǇ .Ǌƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ LǘΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ LΩƭƭ 
ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƴ нлнсΦ 
 

L ƘƻǇŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛƴ .ƻȅǳǇ .Ǌƻƻƪ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǎƻƳŜ ǝƳŜ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ ! ōƛƎ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ 
ǘƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ {ƘƛǊŜ τ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ōǳǎƘŬǊŜ ōǊƛƎŀŘŜǎΣ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ τ ǿƘƻ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅ Ǝƻ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻǿƴ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǳƴƴƻǝŎŜŘΦ 
 

LŦ ȅƻǳϥǊŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ ƻǊ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ǝƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƛǾŜǊǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
ǎǘŀȅ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦ 
aȅ ƻŶŎŜ ƛƴ 5ŜƴƳŀǊƪ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ǾƛǎƛǝƴƎ 
.ƻȅǳǇ .Ǌƻƻƪ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŜƭŜŎǘƻǊŀǘŜ 
ǾƛǎƛǘǎΦ LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ 
ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ τ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƳŜ Ǿƛŀ 
ŜƳŀƛƭΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ƻǊ ōȅ 
ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜΦ 
 

²ƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ .ƻȅǳǇ .Ǌƻƻƪ ŀ ǎŀŦŜΣ 
ƘŀǇǇȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ нлнсΦ [ŜǘΩǎ 
ƪŜŜǇ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 
ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ŜǾŜƴ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊΦ 
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Gazette Subscriptions 
 

Do you know someone who would like to receive the Gazette  
in the post each month, but is not covered by the Boyup Brook 

postal service? For only $35, a copy of the Gazette can be 
posted to an address each month.  

Contact the CRC: 9765 1169. 

Roger Hitchcock, Rural Aid Australia   
Counsellor & Community Representative WA  

0460 310 661 | roger.hitchcock@ruralaid.org.au 
www.ruralaid.org.au 

Rural Aid - Stronger Together  
 

Its amazing that another new year is here, and Iôd really like to 
thank everyone who has trusted and assisted me during 2025. I 
learn so much from the people I meet and support, which 
reinforces how lucky I am to call Narrogin and the WA farming 
communities my home.  
 

The majority of what I write about in these articles is triggered 
by hearing someone talk at an event, in counselling, or in the 
street. I have more days of driving home thinking ówhat an 
amazing town, community group, service or individual that was 
today. There are more people that really care about their 
community and that communityôs welfare, than can ever be 
recorded and reported on. 
 

Farmers and rural communities go through challenging and 
hard times. Issues that are unique and often not understood by 
the city folk. But the unity in our communities is very evident; the 
Keep the Sheep movement, the sharing of knowledge with the 
firearms act, and more, is proof of our farming family coming 
together to support each other without hesitation.  
 

When someone from Moora is advised that they can call a 
service in Bridgetown, this exemplifies unity in a cause. The real 
unity, support, and strength is humbling and empowering, and 
results in a sense of belonging - something to be proud of now 
and in the future. People from all walks of life making a 
difference in the best way they know how, with the skills they 
have - legends. 
 

Each of us are essential in continuing to break the silence and 
stigma of wellness and mental health. One conversation at the 
right time with the right person can change everything. When 
talking to the dogs doesnôt cut it, remind yourself there are 
people in your community who do care about you, do value you, 
and do appreciate you. This is a strength we are able to tap 
into, an option we do have. Ask for help, or be that help. Hard 
times are a part of life we learn and grow stronger from. Once 
we are facing in the right direction and taken that hard first big 
step into the unknown, we just have to keep on walking. 
Preferably alongside others together, not alone. 
 

We have great news for 2026 - the WA Rural Aid counselling 
team will have three more counsellors working in our regions 
from January, making four of us all up. All counsellors live in 
regional towns, they are farmers or know farming, and they are 
very proactive in their communities.  
 

Wishing you a Happy New Year and again, from my heart - 
thank you for 2025. 

Bowel Cancer Screening  
 

Cancer Council WA is urging more West Australians to take part 
in the National Bowel Cancer Screening Program, with only four 
in 10 eligible Australians currently completing the free test.  
 

Bowel cancer is the second leading cause of cancer death in 
Australia - claiming more lives each year than breast, prostate 
or skin cancer. Yet, itôs also one of the most treatable if detected 
early, with over 90 per cent of cases successfully treated when 
caught in the initial stages.  
 

The screening kit is free, quick, and easy to use in the privacy of 
your own home. But too often, itôs tucked away and forgotten, 
delaying action that could make all the difference ï letôs change 
that!  
 

You are eligible to do the free screening test every two years if: 
o You are aged between 45 and 74. 
o You have a Medicare card and entitlement type of either 

Australian citizen, permanent migrant or register as a 
Department of Veteran Affairs customer. 

o You have an Australian mailing address. 
 

For more information about the 
program, or to order a free 
replacement kit, visit Cancer 
Council WA or call 1800 627 
701.  



The Boyup Gazette      January 2026 pg 25 

 

Puzzle Page 

https://www.puzzles-to-print.com/printable-sudokus/PDFs/jigsaw-medium-2.pdf 

Jigsaw Sudoku 
 

Just as in a regular sudoku, the rows and columns must still contain one and only one of the digits. However, as you can see, instead 
of the usual regularly shaped subareas, known as nonets, the boxes are irregularly shaped. Just as in a standard sudoku, you may 

only put one of each of the digits in these subareas.  

Maze 

https://www.puzzles-to-print.com/printable-mazes 

Downtime Cryptogram 
 

Each distinct letter in the original quote has been substituted 
with another letter from the alphabet. (Hint: Solve any single 

letter words first).  

https://www.puzzles-to-print.com/cryptograms/funny/PDFs/ 
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Containers for Change  
 

Boyup Brook Community Groups Scheme IDs 
 

Below is a list of local community groups who have registered Scheme IDs. Please consider donating your 10c per 
container refund to help support your local community group. 

                If you would like to add your group to the list,  

                please register for a Scheme ID by visiting: 

www.containersforchange.com.au/wa/fundraising 

then email your Scheme ID through to gazette@boyupbrook.org  

¶ Blackwood Basin Group Inc.   C10588277 

¶ Boyup Brook Anglican Church   C10442271 

¶ Boyup Brook Bowling Club   C10360094 

¶ Boyup Brook Club   C10378956 

¶ Boyup Brook CoMHAT   C10538269  

¶ Boyup Brook CRC   C10299540 

¶ Boyup Brook Cricket Club    C10706171  

¶ Boyup Brook Football Club   C10460463 

¶ Boyup Brook Golf Club   C10287525  

¶ Boyup Brook Lions Club   C10241012 

¶ Boyup Brook Museum   C10542591  

¶ Boyup Brook RSL Sub Branch   C10399494 

¶ Boyup Brook Tennis Club   C10335610 

¶ Boyup Brook Tourism Association  C11230569 

¶ Boyup Brook Volunteer Fire & Rescue  C11001749 

¶ Country Music Club of Boyup Brook WA Inc C10323905 

¶ Girl Guides WA - Boyup Brook Unit:  C10302276 

¶ Hope Community Fellowship    C10452175 

¶ Mayanup Campdraft Association   C10413443 

¶ Mayanup Horse and Pony Club   C10422301 

¶ The Upper Blackwood Agriculture Society Inc C10485611 

¶ Tonebridge Country Cub Inc   C10407831 

¶ Wilga Progress Association   C10339211 
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Life 
 

Life comes in three stages 

The start, middle and the end 

Most of us live through it 

To see what it will send 
 

At first we are cherished 

But do not have any say 

Donôt bother me just now 

And do not get in the way 
 

Donôt be silly or get dirty 

Wear this coat or this hat 

You must eat these vegies 

Do this and donôt do that 
 

Quickly we grow older 

Through the teenage years 

Claiming independence 

And mapping out careers 
 

Then we are married 

Children round our feet 

It would seem perhaps 

The cycle is complete 
 

But no, just think again 

There are years yet to go 

With our childrenôs  children  

Telling what we have to do 
 

Now the cycle IS complete 

Itôs where we now are at 

Granny you must do this 

Grandpa donôt do that 

By G.C. 

Book Review 
 

Round and Round Goes Mother Nature: 48 Stories of Life 
Cycles Around the World  
Author: Gabby Dawnay 
Illustrated by: Margaux Samson Abadie 
 

This extraordinary junior non-fiction title is both informative and 
a pleasure to read. The book is broken into sections Animals, 
Plants and Fungi, and Earth and Space. 
 

Each category explores interesting occurrences, including the 
Midwife Toad and the life cycle of the Tardigrade - an organism 
invisible to the naked eye. 
 

The Plants features the Squirting Cucumber and Coconut Palm 
Tree to name a few. 
 

In the Earth section, topics such as how storms are caused and 
the four seasons are covered. 

 

Finally, many facets of Space 
and the Universe are written 
about including comets and 
black holes. 
 

Our library has an amazing 
collection of titles for junior 
readers and children to enjoy. It 
is a great, cool place to engage 
young minds during the holidays.  

 

By Sandy Orrman  

Community Calendar 
If your community group or business has an important date 
coming up, get it included in the Community Calendar. Call 

9765 1169 or email gazette@boyupbrook.org 

www.mumballupgravel.com.au  
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SERENE VALLEY TRANSPORT 
 

Cattle, Hay, and General Transport 

Shannon - 0401 804 577  

Boyup Brook and Surroundings 

Direction For Our Times 

 

We continue our cycle of monthly messages for 2025 with 
the message for December 1, 2009 for our prayer groups and 
personal reflection. 
 

Jesus,  
My dear apostle, you must remember that we are not 
separated. Sometimes, in your weariness, you pray and seek 
understanding of the situations in your life. When you do this, 
please remember that I am with you. You are not separated 
from me when your thoughts seek to provide you with answers. 
 

If you remind yourself that I am not separate from you, you will 
search for truth more calmly and with more confidence that 
there is an answer to your many dilemmas. Please do not 
concern yourself if you are distracted in prayer. Use these times 
of distraction to talk to me. Tell me what is distracting you and 
we will talk about it together. 
 

We are together, after all, so I am there. If a certain pattern of 
sin is troubling you, ask me how I feel about it. Ask for my 
observations. You, my beloved apostle, are a studier of me and 
how I treated others. Because of your desire to know me, you 
possess familiarity with my heart that others lack. 
 

I will give you the answers you seek, both in terms of your 
spiritual condition and in terms of the holiest way to conduct 
yourself in each situation you encounter. We are not separated. 
We are together. 
 

Worries of major proportion would only be problematic for you if 
you were being asked to assure a holy outcome alone, or if you 
were being asked to travel through the period without me. I 
promise you that I will be with you and that the outcomes 
occurring around you will be consistent with my will. 
 

I cannot promise you that in your humanity you will always 
rejoice in my will, especially when there is pain. But I can 
promise you that the greatest amount of mercy will be obtained 
through your commitment to remaining with me, united in the 
life that is yours. 
 

All is well. I am with you. I will be generous to my beloved 
apostles in this holy time of Advent. Be acutely aware of my 
presence. When you look at everything around you, look with 
my eyes. This will give you the understanding that will insure 
peace for you. 
 

All is well. The infant returns through your heart, as the King. 

St Saviourõs Snippets 
 

St Saviourôs enjoyed the lighting of the Advent Candles - Hope, 
Peace, Joy and Love - over the last few weeks. It has brought 
home to us how Australia really is the "Lucky Country". 
 

Peace, a democratic Government, medical and educational 
facilities, and plentiful food are superb compared to other 
countries. Yes! There is a deterioration of living standards but 
again, but we are still the envy of most other countries. 
 

And then we got the big black mark with the tragic Bondi Beach 
disaster; and even when there were early indications, nothing 
was done to prevent such an appalling event. So very un-
Australian.  
 

The Combined Churches Carol Service held on December 21 
was lovely with some messages about world events and the 
impact they have on ordinary people. We like to think of 
Christmas as a joyful time to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Yet 
our bible readings tell us of corrupt leadership, deceit, waring 
countries and of course the need for Joseph and Mary to take 
Jesus to Egypt out of Herod's harmful designs. Despite the 
horrors of the period, the birth of Jesus was the greatest event 
of all time. 
 

Heavenly Father, we praise you for the miracle of birth and pray 
for the safety of newborns and their mothers. We thank you for 
the precious gift of your Son Jesus; for sending Him to live with 
us and show us the paths to follow so that peace and love can 
be shared in our world. 
 

Let us remember the humble shepherds who were the first to 
learn of the birth of Jesus; the ones who cared for the land, the 
water and the animals and lived according to the seasons.  
 

May we all pledge to humbly use our abilities - your gifts - to 
benefit those in need and may our voices be heard, seeking 
justice for those who suffer. Father, may all the people 'come to 
the manger' and worship the greatest gift of all, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  
 

As you share the joy and hope, the love and peace, may you all 
be blessed.       

Anne Ritson 

Colour Gazette Online 
 

Did you know you can read this Gazette and previous editions 
(including from years gone by) on the website in colour:  

 

www.boyupbrook.org/the-boyup-gazette 
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Be Still and Knowé.. God 
 

Laugh More Often   
 

óA merry heart does good, like medicine.ô Proverbs 17:22 NKJV  
 

Solomon wrote, óI recommend having fun, because there is nothing better for people in this world than to eat, drink, and enjoy life. 
That way they will experience some happiness.ô (Ecclesiastes 8:15 NLT). If you are wise, you will take those words to heart. 
 

The impact of laughter is well documented. Studies show it lowers blood pressure and reduces hypertension. It reduces stress 
hormones and cleanses the lungs and body tissues of stored stale air, because laughter empties more air out than it takes in. It 
increases immune functions in the body.  
 

On top of all these benefits, laughter triggers the release of endorphins - those ófeel goodô chemicals in the brain that make you feel 
happy. These are the identical chemicals released when some people, after a prolonged period of running, experience a runnerôs 
high. Thatôs why the Bible says, óA merry heart does good, like medicine.ô So, take advantage of every opportunity to have a good 
hearty laugh.  
 

Laugh at your mistakes - especially on the job. Shed the superwoman or superman image, and start having fun. This doesnôt mean 
you have relaxed your standards of excellence; it just indicates you are aware of the fact that you and those around you are human.  
 

So have some fun; be a good sport. Donôt allow lifeôs pressures and negative circumstances to snuff out your sense of humour. 
Laughter reflects positive emotions and makes you a lot more enjoyable to be around. Nobody enjoys a sourpuss; laughter can also 
take your mind off whatôs stressing you. This new year make a resolution to laugh often, and remember, óThe joy of the Lord is your 
strength.ô (Nehemiah 8:10 KJV). 
 

Submitted by Sandie Blakiston. Taken from The Word For Today, published by Vision Christian Media. A free introductory copy of 
this daily devotional is available from Vision Christian Media by phoning  1800 007 770, or email admin@vision.org.au Online 
version: The Word for Today. 

ST SAVIOUR'S ANGLICAN PARISH 
 

A warm invitation is extended to you and your 
family to worship with us for Morning Prayer on 

Sundays at 9:30am followed by  
Morning Tea in the Annex. 

 

Reverend Sue Kemp will conduct Eucharist at 
9:30am each 3rd Sunday of the month.  

Cursillo Group Reunion 11:30am 1st Sunday 
 

Enquiries Jan Ritson 0428 601 074  
or Anne Ritson 0428 653 053  

THE BLACKWOOD FAMILY 
CHURCH OF BOYUP BROOK 

 

We invite you to join with us for our 
Sunday Worship Services.  

 

These are held at 10:00am each 
Sunday in the Boyup Brook Primary 

School Hall. 
 

 Enquiries Pastor Glen Mader  
Ph: 0428 262 041 

ST MARYõS CATHOLIC PARISH 
 

Mass Times for Weekends: 
 

 1st  weekend:  9:00am Sunday  2nd weekend:  5:00pm Saturday 
 3rd  weekend:  9:00am Sunday 4th  weekend:  5:00pm Saturday  

 (5th weekend:  9.00am Sunday) 
 

Knapp St. Follow signs through lower car park  
Ph: 0439 673 054 for up to date information                                                       

 

Fr Edwin Ocho   

 

BAPTIST CHURCH 
 

We welcome you to meet with us every:   
 

Sunday - Worship 9:30am 

Thursday - General Bible Study 7:30pm 

Friday - Ladies Bible Study 9:30am 

First Friday monthly "Kids Club" 

Years K-6 (Except School hols)  
 

      Enquiries Craig 0405 249 154 
 

www.boyupbrookbaptistchurch.com.au  

HOPE COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP 
 

Hope Community Fellowship is a  
non-denominational evangelical Christian fellowship. 

 

All are welcome to join us for worship on  
Sunday at 9:45am on the   

Corner of Cowley St and Cailes Rd 
 

Know, grow and overflow with abundant freedom in Christ 
Enquiries:   

Ben Creek 0428 158 138 

SDA CHURCH Kulikup 
 

Meets on Sabbath (Saturday) 
Sabbath School 10am, Service 11.30am 

Followed by lunch. Call Perry 0427 126 506 

BRIDGETOWN CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER - DAY SAINTS  

 

Meetings: Manjimup Rd. (op caravan park)  
All welcome. Sunday Sacrament: 9:00am Sunday School:  10:10am 

MAGGIõS PRAYER REQUEST 
 

If you are in need of a 'Prayer', or know of someone who is, send a text to Maggi, on 0427 661 076. No circumstance is too large or too 
small, that may be in need of some prayer support. Strictly Confidential. For all enquiries, contact Maggi on the above number. God Bless. 
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The place to list your clubôs upcoming sporting 
event, games roster or publish results. 

On the Rinks 
 

Letõs Play Lawn Bowls 
Itôs hard to tell what the highlight is for bowls in the month of 
December. 
 

The Mixed Fours Carnival, sponsored by AFGRI, Boyup Brook 
Co-op, IGA and KJ and SJ Connor, attracted 56 players from 
across the South West to fill our Bowling Green with 14 teams. 
Unfortunately, with our green full, two teams missed out. The 
winning team was Murray Waters, Bill Gorman, Paul Murphy 
and Karen Pankhurst from Bridgetown. The new green, in its 
second season, is a great attraction and plays well while looking 
stunning. 
 

The Saturday Pennant menôs side is progressing well this year 
currently in third place on the Blackwood League Ladder after 
two rounds. The ladiesô Pennant team is also doing remarkably 
well, now second on the Blackwood League Ladder. 
 

Steve Thompson, Warren Bywaters, Nathan MacGregor and 
Dale Studdert were part of the Blackwood League side that 
defeated the Leeuwin side, 107 shots to 92. 
 

However, it was a top moment for the Club when George 
Stanton was presented with a birthday cake at the morning 
bowls Christmas party. George turns 99 years old on Christmas 
day. Members are very proud of George who still plays 
pennants bowls Saturdays, Thursday Scroungers and Sunday 
social most weeks. George has nearly 60 years of experience 
and can tell you exactly what the bowl will do as soon as it 
leaves the playerôs hand.  
 

In reminiscing over the Bowling Clubôs history, George said in 
1952 he was working for the Shire and he carted umpteen loads 
of soil to build the base for this bowling green.   
 

With his best mate, Robin White, 92 years old, George said, ñl 
reckon Robin and I will have another crack at the óPairs 
Championshipô next year.ò 

 

In congratulating George, 
P r e s i d e n t ,  S t e v e 
Thompson said, ñGeorge 
is an inspiration to us all. 
 

Even though it has been a 

difficult year for the 

Bowling Club in relation to 

the Boyup Brook Club, 

there is a great vibe in and 

around the bowls with 

people pulling together to 

get the work done. Special 

mention must go to 

Warren Bywaters and 

Dale Studdert who 

prepare the green before 

each event.  

From the Baseline 
 

December at the Tennis Club has been all systems go! 
 

Bunbury Tennis Academy coaching wrapped up for Term 4, 
with junior players having fun, growing in confidence, and 
levelling up their skills every week. Cardio tennis has also been 
hugely popular, with many new faces coming along for fun 
games, coordination drills and plenty of activities to test the 
fitness! The courts have been full of giggles, good vibes, 
awesome tunes with tasty food to follow. We thank the Boyup 
Brook Lions Club for your contribution to this program. 
 

Saturdays have seen a mix of social tennis and fixtured events 
with the Mixed Doubles Championship held on December 6. 
With a fantastic field of eight competitive pairs, there was plenty 
of exciting tennis and great sportsmanship throughout the day. 
In a repeat of last seasonôs final, Sharon Nield and Jack Wilson 
defeated Jodi and Craig Nield. Alongside the senior 
competition, a junior clock tournament was run, with Emma 
Lloyd and Penny Nield taking out the prizes. A very big thank 
you to Boyup Brook Agricultural Supplies for sponsoring this 
event. 
 

Our Christmas celebrations and clock tournament, sponsored 
by Boyup Brook IGA, also saw a great turn-out with Sarah Foy 
and Aivy OôHanlon the womenôs winners, Craig Nield and 
Warren Foy the menôs, with Braxton and Braydon OôHanlon the 
junior winners. The dayôs play was followed by the Annual 
General Meeting where we welcomed Jess Mackie and Brodie 
Potter to the committee. Then we were treated to a delicious 
Christmas feast. Thanks to everyone for an enjoyable day.   
 

The following day, the OôHanlon brothers travelled to Tenterden 
to play in a junior doubles tournament. It is great to see our 
juniors entering events to develop their match play and skills 
against other opponents and on different surfaces. 
 

Tennis continues throughout January with Thursday evening 
óOpen-Courtô social play sessions from 5:30pm and Social 
Tennis each Saturday from 2pm ï feel free to come down for a 
fun hit. 
 

Junior tennis and Cardio sessions will recommence on 
Thursday, February 5. New players are very welcome!  
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