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Blackwood River Arts Trail in Full Swing 
The Blackwood River Arts Trail, also known as BRAT, is an annual celebration of 
art, showcasing wonderful regional talent, and offering a variety of events to enjoy 
in the towns of Nannup, Bridgetown, Balingup, and Boyup Brook.  
 

Taking place from March 28 - April 6, for ten days, across two weekends, there is 
so much to enjoy, whether it is visiting an art studio or gallery, viewing a film, or 
participating in an art and craft workshop or the inaugural En Plein Air event. 
 

The trail kicked off this year in Boyup Brook, with Opening Night taking place on 
Friday, March 27 at the Boyup Brook Town Hall. Then on Sunday, March 28 at the 
CWA Hall, as part of the trailôs Film Festival, there were a selection of films 
available to view.  
 

Still open for viewing, there are two local artist studios. Lori Pensiniôs studio is 
open on the weekends of the trail, and Bev Bagbyôs home studio is open across 
the full 10 days. The Little Art Gallery at the Visitor Centre is also open, 
showcasing artwork by Beverley Prideaux, Carolyn Reid, Nikki Powell, Glenda 
Bock and Anna Murchison. Beverley Prideaux is also offering needle-felting 
workshops.  
 

Excitingly, on the second weekend of the trail, Boyup Brook is playing host to the 
inaugural En Plein Air event.  

 

ANZAC DAY 2026 
Saturday, April 25 

 

Details of services on page 7 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old; 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them.  

En Plein Air - Rescheduled to April 4 
Originally planned for the opening weekend of the trail, the En Plein Air event in Boyup Brook has been rescheduled to Saturday, 
April 4. En Plein Air is where artists gather to paint outdoors, capturing what they see in real time.  
 

Anyone can take part, or come along and watch the participants at work. Registration is free, simply head to the Boyup Brook Visitor 
Centre rear garden to register at 12pm, with painting taking place between 1-2:30pm.  
 

The event has been sponsored by the Boyup Brook Co-Op, with prize money of $200 on offer for each section that includes oils, 
acrylics, watercolour and pastel. Judging will follow at 2:30pm with Co-op Manager Travis Reid selecting the winners, and the 
presentation will follow at 3:30pm at the Visitor Centre.  
 

BRAT Town Coordinator and local artist, Bev Bagby said the En Plein Air event is another way to put Boyup Brook on the map. With 
a town full of artisans and a wonderful art legacy left by the late Sandy Chambers, she hopes this event will become a mainstay of the 
trail and grow each year. 
 

With so much on offer right on our doorstep, autumn is the perfect time to get out and enjoy the Blackwood Valley region and the Arts 
Trail. To access the full trail guide, visit: www.blackwoodriverartstrail.com or pick up a copy from the Visitor Centre.    

Above: Have you seen the vibrant art palettes 
around town? They are promoting the Blackwood 
River Arts Trail, made by artist Bev Bagby.  
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The Boyup Gazette acknowledges the Kaniyang people  
of the Noongar Nation as the traditional custodians of  

this land on which we live and work.  
We pay tribute to elders past, present and emerging  

and recognise the contribution they have made,  
and continue to make, to our community. 

Advertising Rates 
 

Display Ads:    CRC Member Non-member 

Full page  (A4 portrait)  $215  $225 
Half page  (landscape)  $108  $113 
Quarter page  (portrait)  $72  $76 
Business card (landscape)  $42  $45 

 

Upgrades: 
 Specified placement*  CRC Member Non-member 

 *subject to negotiation add $25/month  add $27/month 
 

 

Additional Artwork:   Inserts (any size):  
CRC Member $30 / hour (pro rata)             CRC Member: $236  
Non-member $40 / hour (pro rata)  Non-member:  $246   

10% discount for bookings of 6 months or longer.  
All rates are inclusive of GST 

 

Classified Rates listed in the ñAbout Townò pages 

DISCLAIMER 
Advertisement, Advertorial and Community Editorial copy in The Boyup Gazette (Gazette) is the responsibility of the author/advertiser.  The views expressed are not necessarily those of the 
Gazette or Boyup Brook Community Resource Centre (BBCRC).  While the Gazette makes every reasonable effort to ensure that no misleading claims or statements are made, responsibility is 
not accepted by the Gazette for statements made or for failure of any product or service to give satisfaction.  Inclusion of a product or service should not be construed as an endorsement or 
recommendation by the Gazette or BBCRC.  The Gazette reserves the right to refuse matter considered unsuitable for publication in the Gazette. The Gazette reserves the right to reduce article 
size if space is limited and to edit articles in accordance with the Gazette Editorial policy. Any pricing or pricing agreements can be reviewed at the discretion of the BBCRC, with notification to 
advertisers as soon as possible after that review has been made.  Use of material in this publication is subject to the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth). The Boyup Gazette Editorial Policy can be viewed 
at  www.boyupbrook.org/the-boyup-gazette   Ph 9765 1169 Fax 9765 1340 Email: gazette@boyupbrook.org Web: www.boyupbrook.org 

My Inboxé. 
 

Kaya, wandju to the April Gazette, and to autumn, Djeran, and 
what is shaping up to be AGM season in Boyup Brook! 
 

As we head towards some cooler weather and (hopefully) 
greener pastures, there has been plenty happening around town 
in March. The Blackwood River Arts Trail has kicked off and 
promises a vibrant and enticing time to enjoy the region, as well 
as take a look at what is happening right here in town.  
 

Winter sport time is already upon us, and we look forward to 
hearing how the season begins for those involved. 
 

As mentioned, there are several AGMs to attend this month, 
along with the Easter Rodeo, information sessions, school 
holiday activities, art events, and Heritage Festival fun. The 
month will be rounded out with services for ANZAC Day.  
 

Stay safe and enjoy your travels if youôre heading away this 
Easter or school holidays.  

Until next month, take care, 
Sharon 
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New Defibrillator Location 
 

St John Ambulance Boyup Brook provides and maintain 
defibrillators as a service to the community, and they are 
located across the shire. 
 

From Wilga to Tonebridge and North Kulikup, there are 23 
defibrillators, with twelve located in town. Now, there are eleven 
located out-of-town. In March, St John Ambulance added a new 
location at the northern farm gate of the Caldwell family, on the 
Boyup Brook-Kojonup Road, 24 km east of Mayanup. 
 

To access a defibrillator, call triple zero, and they will tell you 
where your nearest one is, along with the code.  
 

Even better, install the free First Responder app, available on 
Apple and Android. Do you know where your nearest 
defibrillator is located? 

Above: Charles Caldwell receiving the defibrillator from St John 
Ambulance Support Darren King.  

Mayanup Music Night 
 

A small but mighty crowd gathered at Mayanup Hall on Sunday, 
March 8 for an evening of roots, gospel, blues, and country-
inspired music. 
 

With Little Henry's food van and Squeak & Bean on hand, 
turning out burgers, pizzas, iced coffee, and cool spiders, the 
opening set by new local Steve Joines was impressive. Steve is 
a skilled songwriter, as shown by his well-loved song 
Gunslinger by The Kill Devil Hills.  
 

Texan-born, Nashville-based Rachel Laven proved she is all 
class with a set of Texan-country songs about growing up 
performing in her family's band, and the wayward ways of her 
beloved brother!  
 

Kicking things up quite a notch, Tamworth's queen of honky 
tonk, the one and only Wanita, struck chords and hit the high 
notes with rough and ready aplomb, weaving her tales of truth, 
honesty, and a hard life, but never losing sight of the fun and 
crazy side.  
 

As a beautiful sunset lingered over the paddocks towards 
Winnejup, the main act of the day, Kangaroos With Machine 
Guns, hit the stage. Fronted by the enigmatic Archer, with his 
bluesy old voice from another time entirely, the Kangaroos wove 
their 'build and release' style across a broad range of songs, 
including extended gospel-blues versions of Swing Low, Sweet 
Chariot and their own The Patience of the Dry Creek Bed.  
 

There was dancing, hootin' and hollerin' as the Kangaroos 
gathered pace and the darkness descended outside. A great 
sense of enjoyment and camaraderie enveloped Mayanup Hall, 
with calls to "do this again!" and the reply, "we will!". Staying 
tuned to www.facebook.com/westboundwa would be the best 
way to find out when that is. 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 

FORTNIGHTLY Mobile Food Bank 
 

Now visiting Boyup Brook twice monthly on the second and 
fourth Friday of each month from 10-10:45am at the Town Hall, 
Abel St. To access the service, you need a referral from one of 

the charity partners. Payment is via EFTPOS only.  
 
 

For help call Emergency Relief and Food Access Service 
on1800 979 777.  

Red Hot Country Hatters Boyup Brook 
 

Red Hot Country Hatters Boyup Brook and surrounding areas, 
are welcoming new members (Sisters) to our Red Hatting 

chapter for Friendship, Fun & Frivolity.  
Please come along and join us at our Social Natters. Held the 

2nd Thursday of each month.  
 

Please call Lorrene Sambell-Sayer 0429 653 705 or email 
lorrenekerry@gmail.com for added information. 

 
 

April 9 - Lunch - Wattleseed Café, Bridgetown - 11:30am 

Boyup Brook Garden Club 
 

In April, we will be visiting DINGUP House on April 14 at 
2:30pm, for a tour of the historic house and afternoon tea. 

 

269 Dingup Road, Manjimup. $20 per person. 
 

New members welcome, please contact Gill on 0400 676 889 
by April 7 for catering purposes 

SERVICES AVAILABLE 

Mobile Dog Groomer Available  

 

Can also do quiet horses, ponies and cats.  
Dog clip, hydrobath, nail clip etc. 

Exp Vet Nurse Genean Chambers 0458 152 165 

Gazette Submissions 
 

The Boyup Gazette welcomes submissions to share news, 
achievements and coming events.  

Advertising information can be found at: 
www.boyupbrook.org/the-boyup-gazette 

 

Deadline - 20th of each month  
 

Email gazette@boyupbrook.org, or drop into the CRC. 

AGM NOTICE 

Kulikup Bush Fire Brigade AGM  
 

21st April 2026 from 7pm  
at the Kulikup Town Hall, Kulikup 

All Welcome come join the brigade. 
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Classified Rates & Letters to the Editor 
 

Births, Engagements, Thank You, Wanted etc. - FREE  
 

All other notices (For Sale, Employment, AGM etc.)   
CRC Member: 1st three lines $10; Each line $2 thereafter  
Non Member: 1st three lines $12, Each line $2 thereafter  

 

Letters to the Editor are welcome, however,  
please limit to 200 words. Disclaimer: The views 
expressed are not those of The Boyup Gazette 

 

The Boyup Gazette Editorial Policy can be viewed at 
www.boyupbrook.org/the-boyup-gazette 

 

Boyup Brook Club Inc 
 

bƻǝŎŜ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜōȅ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ !Da ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  
.ƻȅǳǇ .Ǌƻƻƪ /ƭǳō LƴŎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ 
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BOYUP 

9762 1666 ð Boyup Brook Police Station 
Email ð general inquiries: 

Boyup.brook.pol.station@police.wa.gov.au 

Gazette E-dition 
 

Contact the CRC to include your notice in the mid-monthly 
Gazette E-dition. This electronic newsletter is emailed to a 
list of community members mid-monthly. To receive the 

update, email gazette@boyupbrook.org 

Boyup Brook Residents, 
 

Firstly, I would like to introduce myself. Iôm Senior Constable 
Dan Abbott. I recently transferred into a position at Boyup Brook 
after a few years at Manjimup. My policing experience has 
stretched from Armadale to Kwinana and Broome, before I 
made the move to the Southwest - firstly in Manjimup, and now 
Boyup Brook. 
 

I have met quite a few faces around town already, to whom I 
have introduced myself as ñNew Danò. Three out of the last four 
transfers to Boyup Brook Police have involved a ñDan,ò and I 
hope I can live up to the legacy they built. Hopefully, when my 
time here is finished, I will be known as ñBetter Danò or ñBest 
Danò - but you can decide that. 
 

I would like to thank the Shire of Boyup Brook for a well-run/
hosted event at the Boyup Brook Country Music Muster. It is the 
first festival I have attended as a police officer that I have 
thoroughly enjoyed. Usually these events create problems for 
police, but this festival was an exception, I look forward to next 
yearôs event. 
 

Some boring police stuff that I must include:  
We have the Boyup Brook Rodeo coming up at the start of April 
- I hope my feelings remain the same after this event. Please, if 
you are attending, organise a responsible driver and respect the 
people who are working the event. Everyone wants to have a 
good time, including the unlucky people who are working. 
 

Iôm a breath and drug qualified tester. This means that if you are 
pulled over while driving a vehicle, I can request a breath and/or 
drug test from you. Many people arenôt aware that this can also 
include when you are riding an e-ridable bike, scooter, etc. 
Please also make sure you are watching your speed through 
our school zones, we will be out and about checking the speeds 
of drivers through the 40km/hr zones. 
 

I look forward to meeting more of Boyup Brookôs community 
during my time here.  

Cheers, 

Senior Constable Dan ABBOTT 

Co-op Community Grants Open 
 

The Boyup Brook Co-op Community Grants are now open!  
Community Grants are available to groups in and around Boyup 
Brook who are looking to deliver projects that meet an identified 
need and benefit the local community.  
 

The current round of funding opened on March 1st and closes 
on May 15th. Board Chairman Morris Mead encouraged groups 
to apply, ñWe support a wide range of community events and 
programs, community infrastructure projects, initiatives and 
local schools and sporting groups.ò  
 

The grants are offered twice each year, closing in mid-May and 
October. There is no set grant amount, so all projects large and 
small are welcomed. As a key community-owned business in 
Boyup, the Co-op is proud to support local events, Clubs and 
projects.  
 

For guidelines and application forms, please email 
grants@boyupbrookco-op.com.au or by contacting Kirsten 
Skraha on 0459 673 030. 

mailto:grants@boyupbrookco-op.com.au
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Colour Gazette Online 
 

Did you know you can read this Gazette and previous editions 
(including from years gone by) on the website in colour:  

 

www.boyupbrook.org/the-boyup-gazette 

Dinninup Show News 
 

The Upper Blackwood Agricultural Society (UBAS) committee 
held a very successful second AGM in March, and a huge thank 
you to past and new committee who have put up their hands to 
fill the positions required to run the Dinninup Show. Thank you 
to all our volunteers who have already put up their hands to run 
various events, or Steward at the Show. Your help is greatly 
appreciated and the Show could not run without you all. 
 

Our newly elected committee is: 
 

President: Lizzie Twigg 
Vice President 1: Graham Stuart   
Vice President 2: Lyn Chambers    
Secretary: Jann Mead   
Treasurer: Janet Roney 
Grounds Steward: Leigh Beadle 
Show Clerk: Jann Mead 
Trophy Steward: Demi Corker  
Entertainment Coordinator: Demi Corker 
Schedule Coordinator: Helen OôConnell 
General Committee Members: Lyn and Kevan Chambers, 
Les Elliott, Jann Mead, Jan Muller, Doris Thomson,  Demi 
Corker, David Corker, Helen OôConnell, Janet Roney, Graham 
Stuart, Neil Derryk. 

 

Are you looking for a role this year to help out at the Show? We 
are requiring a Horse Steward to run Horse Ring B ï Unofficial 
Ring and Section E Horseôs Halter and Breed. 
 

Anne Ritson, a very long-standing committee member, 
steward, South West Zone Representative, and holding 
numerous other positions over many years, has decided it is her 
time to retire as an active committee member and Poultry 
Steward. Anne was the Poultry Steward from1996-2025. We 
thank you Anne for your tireless work on the Show.  
 

If there is anyone out there with a passion for chooks, we 
require a Poultry Steward for this year. 
 

Planning has begun for the Show and we have many exciting 
plans for 2026.  Watch our Facebook Page to be the know!     
 

Save the date: Tuesday, November 3. The Melbourne Cup 
runs on our Show Day as well.  
 

Start Planning Now: Plant your flowers, tend to your roses, 
take some photos, paint a picture, make a quilt, do some 
needlework, knitting/crochet, make some jam, chutney, 
preserve your fruit, practice your cake cooking, saddle up your 
horses, practice your shearing, breed your cattle/sheep,  keep 
some of your crop, practice washing your chooks, plant your 
vegetables, water your pot plants, get your dogs jumping and 
organise your family for the Family Challenge - and then when 
Show time comes around you will have all your entries 
organised and ready to go. 
 

If youôd like to know more or wish to help, contact Lizzie Twigg  
0428 316 516 or Jann Mead 0428 590 259. 

District Pioneers Museum Update 
 

The museum has its AGM coming up on 14 April 2026, at 
2:30pm. Please join with us and find out about what we are 
doing. We are a very small group, and some of us are not so 
young anymore. However, we are all very committed to keeping 
the townôs museum open, to preserving Boyupôs heritage and 
history, and to making visitors welcome.  
 

We are also making improvements all the time so that visitors 
can have the very best experience possible. We would dearly 
love to have some new members come and join with us to share 
the load. If you could see your way clear to volunteer for even 
half a day, once every month, that would be an amazing help. 
Whatever your gift is, we can find the perfect job for you. 
 

We are also excited to be doing the Heritage Festival once 
again this month. This means that between Saturday, April 18  
to Friday April 24, we will have free entry and guided tours for all 
visitors. Come along and see all of our amazing exhibits. This 
could be a great school holiday activity so, if you havenôt been to 
the museum before, this is the perfect time to do so. It is not a 
long trip so think of the fuel you will save, your kids will have an 
amazing time and it is FREE! 
 

Jan Muller is still looking for old photos for her fundraiser coffee 
table book of historical Boyup Brook, so please contact her if 
you have some. Phone: 0408 950 766. Jan is willing to come to 
you and as she able to take a photo of your photo, you will not 
even have to remove it from the album or frame. 
 

The Museum will be open over Easter by appointment only.  
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St Maryõs Catholic School  
As we journey through the season of Lent, students at St Maryôs 
have been focused on fasting, almsgiving, and prayer. In their 
classes students have learned how giving up something 
(fasting) gives us an opportunity to be more engaged with each 
other in our families, as well as identifying with the poor and 
hungry of the world.  
 

The Year 6 leaders are running fundraisers to encourage school 
members to donate money (almsgiving) which will go towards 
Caritas Project Compassion. Each week, we watch videos to 
see how our previous fundraising has helped people in Australia 
and around the world, to have better access to clean water,  
improve their farming techniques, or have access to education 
and health programs.  
 

Prayer time in class gives everyone an opportunity to consider 
the needs of others, offer thanks, ask for forgiveness, and draw 
closer to God. On Thursday, April 2 we will follow the journey of 
Jesus in His final days by observing the Stations of the Cross, 
led by the Year 6 class. 
 

In Week 6, students in Years 3 and 5 completed the annual 
NAPLAN testing. Everything ran smoothly and staff were proud 
of the way the students applied themselves and gave their best 
effort. Later in the year, teachers will use the data to inform their 
learning programs and school improvement goals.  
 

It was also a pleasure that same week to be entertained by the 
Year 3/4 class, who presented the first class assembly for the 
year.  

In class, they have been reading the treasured novel The Magic 
Faraway Tree and used this as the inspiration for their 
assembly. They presented new and amazing worlds inspired by 
the book. To tie in with our schoolôs persuasive writing focus, 
they also shared a text they had written in class to persuade 
parents that every child should have a treehouse. It was very 
entertaining and used some very persuasive language and 
arguments to make the point! Congratulations to the merit 
award winners and our Values Champion for February ï Marley 
Anderson. 
 

Students in Years 3-6 participated in the annual triathlon on 
Friday, March 20. All students who participated showed 
outstanding resilience, pushing through a very tough event to 
reach the finish. Congratulations to the students who earned a 
medal in their events. 
 

The school added splashes of orange to their uniforms on 
Monday, March 23 to recognise Harmony Day. In classes, 
students focused on the value of diversity in our community and 
our country, remembering how Jesus taught us with His words 
and actions to be kind, loving and inclusive to all people.  
 

Then on Tuesday, many students from Years 3-6 traveled to 
Bridgetown Pool to compete in the Interschool Swimming 
Carnival against Bridgetown Primary School and St Brigid's 
Primary School. Congratulations to all the students who 
competed fairly and represented St Maryôs with pride. 
 

The 3-year-old Kindy program continues to run on Mondays, 
with children having a wonderful day filled with play-based 
learning opportunities. Please contact the school for more 
information if you would like your child to access the program. 



The Boyup Gazette      April 2026    pg 16 

 



The Boyup Gazette      April 2026    pg 17 

 

Boyup Brook District High School News 

www.mumballupgravel.com.au  

 

Boyup Brook District High School continues to build strong 
momentum this term, with students across both our primary and 
high school campuses actively engaged in learning, 
opportunities and school life. 
 

Students have recently participated in a number of valuable 
incursions, including the Year 10 PPEP Talk and a Road Safety 
Commission session, supporting the development of important 
life skills and responsible decision-making. 
 

Quality Teaching and Learning 
Across the school, students are engaged in purposeful and 
challenging learning, with a strong focus on applying their skills 
in meaningful ways. 
 

Our younger students are exploring identity and belonging 
through storytelling, drawing and discussion, while building early 
literacy and numeracy through hands-on and play-based 
learning. In the primary years, students are writing imaginative 
texts, strengthening comprehension through historical content, 
and applying mathematical thinking to concepts such as 
fractions and problem-solving. 
 

In secondary classes, learning is highly applied. Students are 
crafting persuasive and creative writing, designing liveable 
communities, analysing real-world issues such as migration and 
environmental change, and conducting hands-on scientific 
investigations. 
 

What sets our school apart is the strong connection between 
theory and practice, with students actively applying their 
learning in engaging and authentic contexts every day. 
 

Positive Culture and Student Engagement 
A key strength across the school has been the consistent 
implementation of our Positive Behaviour Support (PBS) 
system. Staff are actively recognising behaviours such as 
students following instructions, showing respect to others, 
staying on task, participating in learning and demonstrating 
persistence when work becomes challenging. Students are 
working towards end-of-term reward milestones, which has 
created a strong sense of motivation and shared goals across 
the school. 
 

This consistent approach is strengthening a positive and 
respectful school culture, where students are making positive 

choices, supporting one another and taking 
greater responsibility for their learning and 
behaviour. 
 

Lunchtime opportunities continue to provide additional ways for 
students to connect and engage. Students are accessing the 
Design and Technology and Art rooms to create and build, while 
others are participating in organised games and activities run by 
our Certificate II Sport and Recreation students, developing 
teamwork, leadership and social skills. 
 

Investing in School Improvement 
We are very proud to share that Talison Lithium will continue to 
fund our participation in the Fogarty EDvance School 
Improvement Program in 2026. 
 

This partnership provides our school with access to high-quality 
professional learning, expert coaching and evidence-based 
strategies to further strengthen teaching, leadership and student 
outcomes.  
 

Through this program, our leadership team continues to refine 
whole-school practices, ensuring we are delivering the best 
possible education for every student. 
 

This ongoing support from Talison reflects a shared 
commitment to our school and community, and we are 
incredibly grateful for their investment in the future of Boyup 
Brook District High School. 
 

Student Wellbeing and Community Partnerships 
Our Breakfast Club now operates five days per week across 
both sites, providing students with a positive and nourishing 
start to the day. 
 

We thank our community partners - IGA, Boyup Brook Co-Op, 
an anonymous donor, Foodbank and AFGRI Equipment Boyup 
Brook - for their ongoing support. Their contributions play a vital 
role in supporting student wellbeing and strengthening our 
school community. 
 

Our Nature Play area has also recently been enhanced, 
providing an engaging outdoor space that is already sparking 
creativity and imaginative play among our students. 
 

Celebrating Student Achievement 
NAPLAN has now concluded, and we congratulate our Year 3, 
5, 7, and 9 students on the outstanding way they approached 
the assessments. Their focus, resilience and positive attitude 
reflect the strong learning culture within our school. 
 

Looking Ahead 
Looking ahead, our Year 6 students are preparing for camp, 
which will provide valuable opportunities for independence, 
teamwork and new experiences. 
 

We are also currently undertaking community consultation 
regarding our school logo, following feedback from our 
community. This will help guide future decisions as we plan for 
updated signage across the school. 

 

Melissa Reimers 
Principal 
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Fruit Picking Memories 
 

Picking fruit in the summer was a busy time. The first fruit to ripen were the cherries, just a couple of trees that didn't yield 
much, but they were my favourite fruit to eat. I don't think that there was enough to sell but that didn't matter to me. I thought to 
myself, if I ever get a farm, I will plant cherry trees. I did get a farm, I did plant cherry trees and they also didn't yield much for 
many years, until just recently we had some wonderful crops of cherries. 
 

Plums were early to ripen, and Wicksomôs were very tasty. October Purple were very juicy, but were badly affected by sunburn 
so many of these plums were thrown out because of the burnt spots. Black Diamonds were a good plum, very much like a 
prune - good for drying to preserve.  
 

We also had peaches - Alberta and Golden Queen. They were a joy to pick; just imagine a beautiful ripe golden peach, so 
attractive, so juicy and tasty. If it had a bird peck on it - it was useless, so one hand picking fruit, the other holding and eating a 
treat so good - too good to throw away! 
 

Pears came along in February, they were a good fruit to pack up and travel distances, and arrive in good condition. 
 

Many varieties of apples were grown, including Dunns - a cooking apple - as well as Granny Smiths, Jonathans, Cleopatras 
and other varieties. 
 

When the market collapsed in the mid-1960s most of the apples fell to the ground, no buyers from overseas. I took a photo in 
about 1966 of the Cleo rows of trees in early winter with all the beautiful golden apples on the ground, such a shame. 
 

Towards the later years of schooling, I used to get permission from the school to go to the Post Office to pick up the mail, where 
orders for fruit came from buyers. At that time there was no roadside delivery. The school allowed me to ring home - 5G on the 
party line - to tell the folks what orders they had. It was a big help to Mum and Dad to get the picking and packing in time to 
catch the train. 
 

Our orchard was only one of many in Boyup Brook district. Almost all gone now. 
By Ken Sprigg 
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Itôs April! And what an exciting month it is shaping up to be. The 
first weekend of the month is kicking things off in a big way with 
the Easter long weekend, the start of school holidays, the 
Rodeo at Harvey Dicksonôs AND the start of Blackwood River 
Arts Trail (BRAT).   
 

To finish the month we also have ANZAC Day, and hopefully in 
there somewhere the start of the rain and seeding for this yearsô 
crop! 
 

EASTER at the Visitor Center - pop in and feast your 
eyes, not only on the artwork on display in The Little Art 
Gallery for BRAT, but also our Easter display of 
fabulous ideas to treat yourself or family with. 
 

Blackwood River Arts Trail (BRAT)  
Officially opened in Boyup Brook on Friday, March 27.  
 

The BRAT fun will continue throughout the Easter weekend with 
local artists Lori Pensini and Bev Bagby opening their studios 
to the public.  
 

In addition, The Little Art Gallery will feature work from  local 
artists Beverley Prideaux (who is also running a needle felting 
workshop Saturday, April 4), Carolyn 
Reid, Nikki Powell and Glenda Bock.  
 

All the details, addresses, opening times 
and dates are in the trail brochure available at the Visitor 
Center. 
 

EN PLEIN AIR - Saturday, April 4 
Be sure to check out the artists painting scenes around our 
town between 1-2:30pm during the opening event En Plain Air. 
All the finished paintings will be on display at the Visitors Center 
until 3:30pm when the winners will be announced. 
 

If you would like to join in the fun just bring your favorite 
materials for an afternoon of art in the great outdoors. Prizes of 
$200 will be given in each of the following 
categories:  Watercolor, Acrylic, Pastel, Oil.  

 

12-12:30pm Register for FREE at Boyup Brook Visitor Centre. 
1-2:30pm Disperse around town and paint whatever you like 
  in your medium of choice. 
2:30pm Return your finished paintings to the Boyup Brook 
  Visitor Centre for judging.  
3:30pm  Prizes will be announced at the Boyup Brook  
  Visitor Centre. 
 

So jump in the car for a day out and support this fantastic 
display of local talent. 
 

 Youõre absolutely Welcome! 
 

Wilga Fish n Chip Nights are back for 2026 
Fridays from 6pm on the following dates: May 1, July 3, 
September 4, November 6. 
 

Held at Wilga Hall, signs will be out to show you the way. $15 
per person is a standard order. All are welcome to join in the 
casual atmosphere under the stars with a campfire in the winter. 
 

ANZAC Day: Saturday, April 25 
Join us for the memorial services - the Dawn Service 
commences at 5:30am at the War Memorial (Abel Street), 
followed by a Gunfire Breakfast in the Boyup Brook Town Hall 
for a gold coin donation.  
 

The Morning Service commences at 10:45am at the War 
Memorial followed by morning tea. Remember Monday, April 27 
is the ANZAC day public holiday so take the day off! 
 

Want to be Part of a Great Team? 
As a volunteer at the Visitor Center you are part of a team of 
local legends welcoming visitors to our town and sharing all that 
this wonderful town has to offer. Itôs simple, easy and fun é and 
just three hours a month makes a huge difference!  
 

Visitors are surprised and amazed when they learn about all 
Boyup Brook has to offer. Give us a call on 9765 1444 to have a 
chat and find out more about it. 
 

Many hands make life better! 



The Boyup Gazette      April 2026    pg 22 

 



The Boyup Gazette      April 2026    pg 23 

 
SHARE YOUR NEWS! 

 

Thank You Notices ~ Births  and Birthdays ~ Anniversaries 
and  Special Occasions 

 

ALL INCLUDED IN THE GAZETTE ï FOR FREE 

 Advocating for Fair Returns for Boyup Brook 
 

Over recent months, a key focus for Boyup Brook has been 
ensuring the Shire receives its fair share of Forest Products 
Commission (FPC) rates. This issue has been raised 
consistently by the Shire, and Iôve been working closely 
with them to push for a resolution that recognises the 
importance of these funds to local services. 
 

Iôve had the opportunity to meet directly with the FPC to 
discuss the matter, and have also raised it publicly through 
media statements, two speeches in Parliament, and a 
formal letter to the Treasurer. These efforts have been 
about making sure the concerns of Boyup Brook are 
clearly understood at every level of government. 
Encouragingly, it now appears we are moving towards a 
favourable outcome, which would be a positive result for 
the community. 
 

At the same time, many locals have raised concerns about 
ongoing fuel shortages across the region. The Nationals 
WA are continuing to work on this issue, advocating for 
more reliable supply and better planning to support 
regional communities who depend on fuel for daily life 
and business. 
 

If you have 
thoughts on either 
of these issues, 
you can contact 
Bevan via email  
or get in touch 
with the office 
directly. Your 
feedback helps 
guide this work. 

Future Planning - Start Now 
During National Advance Care Planning Week in March, the 
Boyup Brook Community Resource Centre hosted an 
information session about óFuture Planningô.  
 

The session was facilitated by Julie Milloy, as a part of a new 
CRC program aimed to help community members navigate End 
of Life Planning (EoLP).  
 

With funding received through Linkwest and the WA Primary 
Health Alliance, over the last several months, staff members 
have received training to help support the community by raising 
awareness about EoLP, providing access to the associated 
forms, and to help direct residents to resources and 
professional support.      

 

Julie ran an excellent introductory 
session about making an Advance 
Health Directive - a legal document 
which enables you to decide about the 
future treatment you do, or do not 
consent to, in specific circumstances.  

 

Julie stressed the importance of completing an AHD, because it 
will ensure if you become unwell or have an accident, and are 
incapable of making or communicating decisions at that time, 
that your voice is still heard. An AHD takes into account your 
preferences and values, and by having an up to date copy of 
this document, it can also ease the burden that can be placed 
on loved ones during difficult times. An AHD can be completed 
by anyone over the age of 18 with legal capacity to make their 
own decisions, and Julie said, ñIt is never too early to complete 
this document.ò   
 

This session marked the beginning of the support the CRC 
hopes to provide the community, with another session to follow 
in May during National Palliative Care Week. There will also be 
training opportunities coming up for óCitizen Connectorsô, for 
anyone who would like to learn more about End of Life 
Planning, to be able to support other people in the community 
through these processes. Stay tuned for more details about 
what is to come with this program.  
 

In the meantime, if you would like more a copy of an Advance 
Health Directive with associated information and guides on how 
to complete one, there are copies available now at the CRC, 86 
Abel Street.  

Cancer Council: Check Your Skin 
 

Now is the perfect time to check your skin! The end of summer 
is a perfect time to check your skin. Months of outdoor activities 
in the sun can leave behind subtle changes you might not notice 
day to day.  
 

Finding skin changes early can help you stay well for longer and 
keep you doing the things that matter to you. Common 
symptoms of skin cancer include:  
¶ A new spot or mole on your skin that is red, pale, or pearly in 

colour  
¶ A spot that is different from other spots on your skin  
¶ Any crusty or non-healing sores  
¶ Any spots, freckles or any moles changing in size (width), 

thickness (height), colour, or shape  
 

To learn about the early symptoms of cancer visit 
www.findcancerearly.com.au/ or call our 
13 11 20 Information and Support Line.  
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Choosing Spring Colour Wisely 
Autumn is the time to choose and plant our spring bulbs, and 
gardeners have never had more choice! Local nurseries, garden 
centres, weekend markets, online retailers, and those 
irresistible full-colour catalogues. But before you fill your trolley, 
there are a few things worth knowing. Some popular bulbs are 
surprisingly toxic to people and animals; others have escaped 
gardens entirely and are now serious environmental weeds. 
When it comes to bulbs a little knowledge goes a long way. 
 

Invasive Bulbs 
Around two-thirds of weeds in Australia were deliberately 
introduced as garden plants or fodder crops. The south-west of 
WA has a Mediterranean-type climate, which means plants from 
South Africa and other Mediterranean regions grow 
exceptionally well here, sometimes too well! 
 

Several common bulbs can escape from gardens and invade 
bushland, outcompeting native plants. Plants to be cautious 
about include Freesia, Watsonia, Sparaxis and some Gladiolus, 
particularly older varieties. 
 

Toxic bulbs 
Cape tulips (Moraea spp.) were introduced in the 1800s; they 
are now widespread, established weeds. Itôs their toxic 
glycosides that are responsible for livestock poisoning. 
 

Chincherinchee (Ornithogalum thyrsoides) is toxic to livestock 
and dogs; itôs known to cause gastrointestinal illness and 

Above L-R: Chincherinchee invading bushland, Arum lily with its dis-

tinctive flowers and the highly invasive pink gladiolus. 

blindness in cattle. Found at a few locations in the south-west 
of WA, it's one to avoid. 
 

Arum lily (Zantedeschia aethiopica) is beautiful but extremely 
invasive, and toxic to all livestock, pets and humans. It has 
colonised thousands of hectares in south-west WA.  

 

Tips for safe plantings 
¶ Choose non-invasive, non-toxic species where possible.  
¶ Store bulbs safely, away from children and pets, and label 

anything in the fridge. 
¶ Never dump garden waste in bushland or farmland - a 

single discarded bulb can establish a new weed population.  

Backyard Buddies - Spring Bulbs 
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The Neurological Council of WA was involved with the Outreach 
Hubs across the Warren Blackwood region during 2025. This 
year they will continue to support the region and attend in 
person where possible, with other services also attending who 
are aware of the Neurological Councilôs services and referral 
pathways. 
 

Neurocare and NeuroKids provide free nursing assessments, 
advocacy, support and health navigation for people living with 
neurological symptoms or conditions. Anyone can refer to the 
service, and walk-in enquiries at the hubs are welcome. 
 

Neurological conditions affect the brain and nervous system and 
are a leading cause of death and disability worldwide. These 
conditions include stroke, migraine, epilepsy, Alzheimerôs 
disease, Parkinsonôs disease, motor neurone disease, 
meningitis, functional neurological disorder and brain injury, as 
well as more than 600 rare and genetic conditions such as 
Huntingtonôs disease and muscular dystrophy. 
 

The Neurological Council of WA is a not-for-profit organisation 
dedicated to improving the health and wellbeing of Western 
Australians by reducing the incidence and impact of brain and 
nervous system disorders. Many neurological conditions are 
treatable and preventable. Education, advocacy, informed public 
policy and co-designed services are key to reducing the health 
and economic impacts of neurological conditions on individuals, 
health systems and the broader community. 

Neurocare and NeuroKids Services 
Neurological symptoms can significantly impact a personôs life 
due to sudden or progressive changes in physical, behavioural 
or cognitive functioning. Carers and loved ones can also be 
affected. The Neurological Council of WA provides patient-
centred community neurological nursing and health care 
navigation services to people of all ages living with neurological 
conditions or symptoms. 
 

Their team of neurological nurses works alongside clients, 
treating professionals and support services to provide 
individualised nursing consultation, assessment, information, 
education, navigation and advocacy. 
Clinical nursing services help clients to: 
o understand and manage symptoms and diagnosis 
o regain or maintain functional capacity 
o improve health and wellbeing 
o live confidently and safely in their home and community 

for as long as possible 
o feel in control of their treatment journey 
o explore and understand their options and make informed 

decisions about current and future care 
 

Accessing Neurocare and NeuroKids 
Clients do not need a diagnosis or medical referral to access 
assistance. If someone has symptoms, has recently been 
diagnosed, or has been living with neurological concerns for 
some time, they can simply call 1800 645 771 or complete a 
referral form via the Neurological Council of WA website at 
www.ncwa.com.au. A neurological nurse will then be in contact. 
Referrals are accepted from: 
o individuals, their family and friends 
o neurologists and other medical specialists 
o general practitioners 
o allied health professionals 
o aged and disability care providers 
o community service organisations 
o regional assessment agencies 
 

Neurocare and NeuroKids services are available statewide via 
Telehealth, with the closest office located in Bunbury at the 
Homemakers Centre, 16C / 42 Strickland Street. They can be 
contacted on (08) 6285 3803, via the Neuro Telenurse line on 
1800 645 771, by email at hello@ncwa.com.au, or by visiting 
www.ncwa.com.au. 

Neurological Support Services Available 



The Boyup Gazette      April 2026    pg 26 

 

 


